It is amazing how quickly life moves. The babies |
dedicated when | started at Christ Church are now
graduating from high school. In much the same way,
ministries and campuses started a while back are
becoming fully grown.

Our Vernon Hills campus is falling into that pattern.
Jonathan and a core team are starting to make
preparations for an official launch, and they are
finding favor and opportunity in their path. Much
has yet to be decided, but next steps are being
taken and a small beginning is growing.

And that is true overseas as well. As you know, REACH
extends well beyond Lake County. Our new works in
India and Ghana are moving ahead. This does not mean
it is easy - it is not. And much depends on your prayers
and ongoing support. But we are taking ground, and
God is graciously bringing wind to our backs.

Thanks for your participation in REACHIing people and
RENEWiIng communities. May we all walk in such a way
that God uses us to make an eternal difference.
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GHANA CHURCH PLANT

In April of this year, | had the opportunity
to return to Ghana. For this trip, the agenda
was substantively different than prior trips.

The primary objective of the trip was to
attend the dedication of the Evangelical
Family Church’s new facility in Sogakope.
Christ Church partnered with the community
and International Needs (IN) to construct
a wonderful new facility to replace a small
temporary structure. On Saturday and Sunday,
it was an overflowing congregation. The
excitement and energy were comparable to the
temperature - high! During the service, several
people were recognized including a group of
local “church planters” who - many years ago -
pooled their limited funds to purchase the land,
hoping someday God would build a church.

interaction

The next two days were full of
and inductive Bible training with local church
planters and staff from International Needs. The
time spent with these dedicated Christians was
amazing. They are on the front line, riding
bicycles and motorbikes from village to village

- sharing the Gospel, reaching souls and
establishing communities of faith. One day, an
informal dinner turned into an evening of
hymns and praise - all in the local language.

Later, we visited Kuve and other villages, all
communities in which Christ Church and IN
supplied basic necessities such as clean water,
improved schools, sanitary restrooms, and
medical services. While there is still much that
needs to be done, it is clear that God is using
Christ Church to help the people of Ghana.

-Michael Garner
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There is still time to commit to this exciting initiative! You can pick up a commitment
card in the lobby or fill one out online at www.reach.christchurchil.org.

Our church plant in
India is taking off and
we are so excited to
see God at work. In late
February, working through
our partner, HBI, Pastor
Mike had the opportunity
to meet our new Campus
Pastor - Solomon - and to
see the new house that was
leased where the church
will operate.

e The house is located in the
IT corridor of Chennai, Indiags -
Y - amaj  of commerce

, where a lot of technology
companies are located.

There are thousands of men

and women here, some with

- very stresstul jobsywho
w don’t know Jesus. HBI and
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Solomon are starting the
y  church plant with 10 men
‘{ and women who they have
Pegun discipling. Once they
’ finish this process, each of
the 10 will build new teams of
F 10 more men and women to
LR disciple. Using this approach
over time will help build a _— .
strong core team, who can s
/ eventually move into a larger 1
venue for corporate. worship. '

I The new house will feature g
a coffee shop where men ‘ '
I and women can come in
off the street for coffee.
The new disciples will staff
the"house and be there for
care, conversation and
opportunities to engage
with the gospel. Please be
praying for this church,
for the 10 disciples that & : oT
are in training and for . ' ! : € - .
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